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Phoenix officer accused in sex misconduct with teens
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A Phoenix police officer landed in jail Wednesday without bail on suspicion of sexual misconduct with two teenage boys, officials said.

Officer Christopher J. Wilson, 43, was arrested Tuesday night and faces 10 felony counts of sexual assault with a 14-year-old and a 17-year-old,
Phoenix Police Chief Daniel Garcia said at a Wednesday news conference.

"This tragic incident is a disturbing violation of our public's trust," Garcia said.

Garcia called the 14-year-old boy "courageous" for informing his parents of the alleged assaults. The parents called police Tuesday afternoon,
and detectives immediately sought more information, Garcia said.

Through the investigation, detectives learned of a second accuser, the 17-year-old boy, he said.

The sexual encounters with the 14-year-old occurred over three weeks while the encounters with the 17-year-old occurred over the past three to
four months, police said.

The investigation concluded at 8:15 p.m. with the 13-year veteran officer's arrest. Wilson immediately resigned to escape firing, Garcia said.

Wilson admitted the improper acts, and the charges imply that the actions were consensual, but police see it differently, Garcia said.

"Any time a minor is involved, there is no consent in our eyes," Garcia said. "I'm extremely disturbed and disgusted by this conduct."

The sexual encounters took place at several private locations, including Wilson's home, Garcia said. Wilson lives by himself, according to court
records.

Wilson worked as the department's community liaison to the Valley's lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community and met his accusers
through his job, police said.

Sgt. Trent Crump refused to give specifics on how Wilson met the accusers, saying it would identify the two boys.

Brad Wishon, board chairman of the One Voice Community Center, which serves the gay community in the Valley, said he worked with Wilson
on occasion.

"I've never encountered anything untoward from him," Wishon said. "This all comes as quite a shock."

Wishon said that he had a good working relationship with Wilson and that "there were never any indications that anything like this would ever
have happened."

"Basically, our hearts go out to the victims," Wishon said. "That is our first and biggest concern."

The Phoenix center serves as many as 1,700 patrons a month with programs, including support groups, wellness services, education, health and
resource materials.

Crump said the department doesn't expect more accusers to step forward.
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He said he has not looked at Wilson's personnel files and could not comment on the officer's work history.

But Crump said he contacted the Professional Standards Bureau and found out that Wilson had two minor infractions in the past five years: a loss
of a city cellphone and a traffic ticket. By policy, records older than 5 years old are purged, Crump said.

The bureau is the internal-affairs section that reviews and investigates the conduct of the department's own.

Garcia said there was no evidence of any other officers being involved.

Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton said the safety of children and residents is the city's top priority.

"As a father of two, my heart goes out to the victims and their families," Stanton said. "A crime against a child is horrible and unimaginable on
its own, but when someone of authority you trust is the suspect, it becomes something far worse."

He applauded detectives for their "quick" work and subsequent arrest of Wilson.
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