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Rindge officer accused of attempted sexual assault
on girl
Police say Vargas-Cifrino has resigned from force
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Rindge officer accused of attempted sexual assault on girl

A former Rindge police officer and Conval High School employee has been accused
of trying to sexually assault a girl under the age of 16, police said.

Keene police arrested John Vargas-Cifrino, 35, of Harrisville, on
Thursday and charged him with attempted felonious sexual assault.

Police in Keene said they were contacted Monday by Rindge police
about an internal investigation of one of their officers for possible
criminal acts he may have committed in Keene. After an investigation,
Keene police arrested Vargas-Cifrino.

Vargas-Cifrino has resigned his position as a police officer in Rindge.
Acting Chief Frank Morrill said the internal investigation began a few
days ago when his office was made aware of allegations against

Vargas-Cifrino. Morrill said Vargas-Cifrino resigned when he was confronted with the allegations.
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"The officer was relieved of his duties and responsibilities," Morrill said. "Turned in his gear, duty
weapon, all his credentials. The matter was such that law enforcement in another jurisdiction was
notified."

Police said Vargas-Cifrino attempted to assault a girl between the ages of 13 and 16. Investigators
said the girl and Vargas-Cifrino knew each other, and he had been staying at the victim's home on
their couch, and the entire family had known him for more than 13 years.

Police said the girl had told her mother than on several occasions, Vargas-Cifrino entered her
bedroom and laid down next to her. According to court documents, the girl rigged her door to make
a loud noise when it was opened.

Investigators said there was inappropriate sexual contact.

Court paperwork indicated Vargas-Cifrino also contacted a Catholic priest on Facebook and told the
priest something so concerning the priest went straight to the police chief.

Vargas-Cifrino worked full time as a program aide at Conval High School in Peterborough since
2003, working with children with behavioral challenges, school officials said. The school said he has
been placed on unpaid leave, and officials are double-checking his conduct.

Copyright 2012 by WMUR.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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