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The former chief probation officer of San Mateo County was sentenced Friday to 10 months in jail
and three years of probation for possessing child pornography - material he asserted he had
viewed as part of his job.

Stuart Forrest, 62, of San Mateo was taken into custody after his sentencing hearing at San
Mateo County Superior Court in Redwood City.

Forrest testified at his trial that images found on his personal computer late last year were related
to work the probation department was doing on human trafficking. But authorities said he
collected child pornography for his own use and initially lied about the images when confronted.

Forrest - who served three years as the county's chief probation officer - tried to commit suicide
after the pornography was discovered, cutting himself in the neck outside a San Mateo church as
authorities moved in to arrest him, investigators said.

To avoid conflicts of interest, the case was prosecuted by the state attorney general's office. The
trial was held before a visiting judge, who considered a report prepared by Santa Clara County
probation officials before sentencing.
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