Former Portales cop accused of sex with a minor (Updated)
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Former Portales cop accused of sex with a minor (Updated)
By Alisa Boswell: CMI staff writer

aboswell@pntonline.com

Published: Friday, August 3rd, 2012

A former Portales police officer is charged with 31 felonies, accused of maintaining a sexual
relationship with a 16-year-old girl he met while serving as the department's school resource
officer.

Victor Castillo, 45, of Clovis was charged Friday and
later released from Curry County jail after posting
$100,000 cash or surety bond ordered by District Court
Judge Donna Mowrer.

State police and District Attorney Matt Chandler's
investigators allege in court documents that Castillo
engaged in sex with the girl during a party at his home
and in his squad car and also sent her inappropriate
photographs via cell phone.

They also charge they found at least 10,000
photographs of young girls on Castillo's cell phone and
cautioned they believe there may be more young
victims.

Castillo

Castillo's attorney Kirk Chavez said he speaks for his
client, whom Chavez said is innocent and has
cooperated with state police and Chandler's office since the investigation was launched about
two weeks ago. Castillo denied most of the allegations against him in an interview with
police, court records show.

Castillo was fired from the Portales Police Department on July 13 for not meeting the terms
of his one-year probation, according to Lt. Mark Cage.

Among the numerous charges Castillo faces are contributing to the delinquency of a minor,
sexual exploitation of a child, criminal sexual contact of a minor, criminal sexual penetration
of a minor and tampering with evidence.

Chandler said if convicted on all 31 felony counts, Castillo faces as much as 75 years in
prison.

State police said they learned of the party at Castillo's home northwest of Clovis from an
adult probation officer and her minor daughter, a friend of the alleged victim.

Castillo's cell phone was confiscated, but investigators initially found no evidence of
inappropriate pictures or videos, records show.

After the phone was sent to a forensic lab in Albuquerque, 10,000 deleted photos and three
videos were recovered from the phone, records show, including more than a dozen sexually
explicit pictures.

Investigators determined it was while performing his duties as school resource officer from
January through May that Castillo came to meet two juvenile females involved in the
allegations against him, records show.

http://www.pntonline.com/news/formerportalescopaccusedofsexwithaminorupdated.html
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Investigators also learned that Castillo was removed as school resource officer at the end of
the school year due to complaints from school personnel, records show.

School Superintendent Randy Fowler and High School Principal Melvin Nusser said they were
not aware of any issues or complaints concerning Castillo during the school year.

According to a press release issued by Chandler on Friday night, Castillo "manufactured,
possessed and/or distributed sexually explicit photos and videos of at least two female
students from Portales High School."

Chandler also said he and state police are requesting assistance from the public in identifying
other girls in photographs found on Castillo's cell phone.

Cage said Castillo was placed on administrative leave with pay on July 11 after the mother of
a 16-year-old girl reported she believed Castillo was having "inappropriate interaction" with
her daughter.

Cage said after a brief internal investigation, the department released Castillo from
employment and turned the investigation over to state police, who investigated with the
district attorney's office.

"The Portales Police Department has worked closely with and wholeheartedly supports the
district attorney and the New Mexico State Police in the investigation of this incident," Cage
said in a press release. "The department is dedicated to seeking justice for crime victims in
the city of Portales. We will continue to move forward after this unfortunate incident and
continue to serve the residents of the city of Portales."

Cage said the school resource officer program will be suspended for the next school year
while the department works with Nusser and Fowler to improve the program.

He said the decision to suspend the program for one year was made prior to the alleged
incidents with Castillo.

Fast facts

Concerned parents:

e Parents of Portales students with concerns about the allegations against former school
resource officer Victor Castillo may call New Mexico State Police Lt. Matt Broom at 763-3426
or District Attorney Agent Dan Aguilar at 799-2918.
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well we need to look at people the school is hiring even if they are cops. just saying. Yes people make
mistakes and have problems with the law and deserve a second chance but PIGS like this don't need a
second chance. | was employed at the school and one month later was asked to resign. Yes | had a record
and was up front with them but it WAS NOT because | was a PIG like this. WHAT GOOD JUDGEMENT
ADMINISTRATION HAS.

Reply - 2 - Like - Follow Post - August 4 at 1:40pm
m Davina Jones - Works at Stay at home mom and wife
L.:' A pig? maybe you should call our scantless young girls of portales that. they have nothing better to do
[y — 4 thattry and entrap our public servants. | have several reports from my nyoung friends that these girls sit

around in the cafateria thinking of ways to become as they call it (beyond our means) and think about it
how much money is this young girl and her mom and dad going to collect for this. | know for a fact this
is all about the payout!
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