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CANON CITY — A former Department of Corrections officer pleaded not guilty to two
child sexual assault charges Thursday following a preliminary hearing in Fremont
County District Court.

Ricardo Lee Fortson, 41, is charged with
sexual assault on a child as a pattern of abuse
and sexual assault on a child after a 14-year-
old girl reported an alleged rape to
pregnancy center officials in August.

During a preliminary hearing, Canon City
Police Detective Derek Irvine testified that
the victim also reported that an oral sex
incident occurred in mid-July during which
Fortson allegedly took her outside to the
backyard. The victim reported the Aug. 5
incident occurred inside the home where
Fortson lived and involved sexual
penetration, Irvine testified.

The victim’s underwear was collected for
DNA testing, Irvine said.

“The DNA sample matches the profile
(Fortson provided) and 98.6 percent of the
population can be excluded,” District Court
Judge Patrick Murphy read from the DNA
test report supplied by the Colorado Bureau
of Investigation.

Ricardo Fortson

Murphy ruled there was enough evidence to
take the case to trial. A trail was scheduled
for July 8-11.

Fortson, who remains free on $6,000 bail,
will return to court May 21 for a pretrial
motions hearing.

tharmon@chieftain.com
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