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San Juan County Sheriffs identified a Farmington Police Officer as a suspect in a sex crime
investigation.

On August 25, 2015, SJCS Detectives identified 26 year-old

Richard Emmert, of Farmington New Mexico, as a suspect in a sex crimes investigation.

Emmert was identified by two of his relatives that also stated he was currently a Farmington
Police Officer.

Because of the nature of the allegations brought against Emmert by two of his relatives, the
Sheriff’s Office immediately notified the Farmington Police Command Staff and Emmert was
placed on Administrative Leave. 

As the investigation progressed, Sheriff’s Detectives were able to corroborate statements and a
timeline that showed over a period of several years, Emmert sexually assaulted his two young
relatives on several different occasions.  All the incidents occurred prior to Emmert’s employment
with the city of Farmington. 

On September 11, Sheriff’s Detective’s with the assistance of the U.S. Marshal’s arrested Emmert
on charges of 2 counts of criminal sexual penetration (child under 13 years of age), 1 count
criminal sexual penetration (force or coercion, child 13-18), 1 count criminal sexual contact of a
minor (child under 13 years of age), and 1count of incest.

Emmert is currently detained at the San Juan County Detention Center on a $250,000 cash only
bond.


