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Former CMHA Police Explorer leader
faces new sex charge involving teen
scouts

Christopher Collins re-indicted in Erie County
By: Ron Regan

A former Cleveland Metropolitan Housing Authority police officer has been
re-indicted on sexual battery and child endangerment charges involving
teenage scouts in the department's Police Explorer Post program.

Christopher Collins was included in an exclusive 5 On Your Side
Investigation last February that uncovered dozens of Explorer Scout leaders
nationwide accused or convicted of sexual abuse.
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Collins was originally charged in March 2017 with similar charges that were
dropped last month, because the crimes allegedly took place in Sandusky
while on an an Explorer Post trip that included Cedar Point.
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As a result, an Erie County grand jury issued a new indictment on Tuesday
accusing Collins of sexually abusing teenage boys.

The new indictment also includes additional counts of disseminating matter
harmful to juveniles and attempted gross sexual imposition. These are a
result of Collins being charged with sending harmful and obscene materials
through messages and for providing alcohol to minors in the Explorers
Program during an overnight trip.

RELATED CMHA asks for help in alleged abuse case as News 5
uncovers problems with police mentoring programs

RELATED Several more possible victims come forward in alleged sex
abuse case involving CMHA PD officer

Prosecutors asked a Cuyahoga County judge last month to dismiss the
charges without prejudice in part because if jurors in Cuyahoga failed to
convict Collins on the highest charge of sexual battery, they would lose their
ability to bring other related charges in Cuyahoga County.
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