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The buzz anticipating Super Bowl XLVI is already astir, and the commercial sex industry is already

poised to import a generous supply of victim-prostitutes to be at the pleasure of countless game-

goers in town. Local and federal officials acknowledge that organized prostitution always

accompanies major sports events such as the Olympics, the World Cup and the Super Bowl. That's

where the big money is.

However, 11 congregations of Catholic

nuns are stirring things up as well. We

all are members of the Coalition for

Corporate Responsibility for Indiana and

Michigan (CCRIM), who invest in certain

businesses, including the lodging

industry, to be in a position to affect

social change where we see human

suffering that needs to be stopped. So,

we are contacting key managers of

more than 220 places of lodging within a 50-mile radius of Indianapolis to secure their cooperation in

blocking prostitution out of their lodging before, during and ever after Super Bowl XLVI.

The objective for every contact is to learn 1) if the hotels' employees have been trained to recognize

signs of trafficking on their premises; 2) whether the hotel has a process in place for employees to

document and report possible incidences of trafficking; 3) whether hotel employees and managers

are aware of local groups that are working to end trafficking; and 4) whether the hotel management

is willing to make anti-trafficking information available to guests. The callers are prepared to offer

employee training to those establishments that haven't trained their employees, to provide

documentation and reporting format, and to share a contact list of local anti-trafficking resources.
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Ultimately, we will work with lodging managers and encourage them to sign on to the Code of

Conduct developed by an organization called Ending Child Prostitution and Trafficking (ECPAT-USA)

to deter sexual exploitation of children. ECPAT-USA is a network of organizations and individuals

working together to eliminate the commercial sexual exploitation of children around the world.

Lodging industry hotels that have already signed the code are Hilton Worldwide, Wyndham

Worldwide, Millennium Hotel in St. Louis and the Carlson Companies, including chains such as

Radisson Hotels and Country Inn and Suites.

We all unequivocally affirm the dignity of every human being -- including the victim-prostitutes who

rarely evoke much sympathy. The fact is that human sex trafficking is actual imprisonment and

oppression that devastates its victims. Mostly young women and children, the victims are subject to

gross human-rights violations including rape, torture, forced abortions, starvation and threats of

torture or murder. Many have been imported from poverty conditions in foreign countries, duped

with promises of good jobs in the United States. Others were kidnapped or purchased outright. And

some are runaways from American families, and their lives have spiraled to the bottom.

The U.S. State Department reports that between 14,500 and 18,000 victims are trafficked into this

country annually for purposes of forced prostitution, labor and other forms of exploitation. Added to

previous years' numbers, the population of victims in this hidden subculture is huge but unverifiable.

Nevertheless, the fact that the National Human Trafficking Resource Center reported receiving more

than 11,800 calls on its hotline in 2010 lends credence to the scope of the slavery. In addition, the

United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking estimates that human trafficking is an

annual $15.5 billion business in the United States alone.

Wednesday was National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. And President Barack Obama has again

proclaimed the month of January as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month,

urging all Americans to become educated about human trafficking so that we can put an end to this

modern-day slavery.

If you have credible reason to suspect that someone is a trafficking victim, report it to the National

Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline at 1-888-373-7888. If you or someone you know is in

immediate danger, please call 9-1-1.

Nobody, except perhaps users, wants human sex trafficking in his or her community. As human

beings, when we see such a tragic injustice, we must be compelled to right it.

Nancy Conway is a leadership team member for the Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph in

Cleveland.

Related topics: coalition for corporate responsibility for indiana and michigan, indianapolis, nancy
conway, nuns, sex trafficking, super bowl xlvi
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to be in a position to affect social change where we see human suffering that needs to be
stopped. So, Where the ---- were they there when the priests were running amuck?

MapLover January 14, 2012 at 8:39AM

Follow

Florida - Priests and nuns don't travel in the same packs. Priests DO NOT respect nuns (nones).
How do you think the "nones" could have changed what the pedophile priests were doing?

Commander-In-Chief January 14, 2012 at 9:05AM

Follow

Unfortunately you are correct MAP. It is still a very subservient order. Being catholic I see it
crystal clear!!! Nuns could NEVER set forth a plan of change for priests, even if it was drafted of
perfection! STUPID!!! This pope wants everything to go back to the 17 and 18th century too. He
is more concerned with returning the old language and clothing to the church than anything else.
So, to have subservient nuns institute changes for priests would not even be entertained. He
creeps me out when i see him.

carolb January 14, 2012 at 9:37AM

Follow

I was not aware of ECPAT-USA or CCRIM until I read this column...I say go get 'em! The very
idea of forcing young girls into prostitution makes me ill. And to think many are imported illegally
for the sole purpose of prositution is even worse. I commend the hotels mentioned for signing on
to the code.

And as a footnote, IMHO comments should stay focused on CCRIM, prostitution at sporting
events, and other subjects brought up in this column - not one's personal objections to the
Catholic hierarchy. Not discussing prostitution's devasting effects on society has kept the oldest
profession in the world alive and well.

 (You may use HTML tags for style)

Popular Tags What's this?

From Our Advertisers

• Freshest Seafood in town! Buy Now!
• New Town Homes and Lofts near
Edgewater Park
• Reflections Beads!

Advertise With Us »

barack obama  brent larkin

cleveland  cleveland schools

columns  congress  cuyahoga
county  democrats  ed fitzgerald

frank jackson  frank russo  jeff
darcy  john boehner  john
kasich  kevin o'brien  obama
ohio budget  ohio general assembly
politics  republicans  school levies
school levy endorsements  senate bill

5  ted strickland  thomas suddes

Recommendations

Cleveland Browns: Today's the 25-year
anniversary of The Drive

93 people recommend this.

Ohio special-effects makeup artist
competing on Syfy's 'Face Off'

57 people recommend this.

ArcelorMittal to reopen portion of Flats
steel mill, hire 150 new workers

55 people recommend this.

North Royalton resident Scott Bickel
found dead in Cuyahoga Valley National
Park

40 people recommend this.

Facebook social plugin

http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Fopinion%2Findex.ssf%2F2012%2F01%2Fnuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html%23cmpid=v2modk_be_smoref_face
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html%23cmpid=v2modk_be_smoref_twitt
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Fopinion%2Findex.ssf%2F2012%2F01%2Fnuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html%23cmpid=v2modk_be_smoref_digg&title=Nuns%20set%20to%20blitz%20sex%20traffickers%20who%20exploit%20the%20Super%20Bowl%3A%20%20Nancy%20Conway&bodytext=&topic=
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html%23cmpid=v2modk_be_smoref_stump&title=Nuns%20set%20to%20blitz%20sex%20traffickers%20who%20exploit%20the%20Super%20Bowl%3A%20%20Nancy%20Conway
http://www.fark.com/cgi/farkit.pl?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleveland.com%2Fopinion%2Findex.ssf%2F2012%2F01%2Fnuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html%23cmpid=v2modk_be_smoref_fark&h=Nuns%20set%20to%20blitz%20sex%20traffickers%20who%20exploit%20the%20Super%20Bowl%3A%20%20Nancy%20Conway
javascript:void(0);
http://blog.cleveland.com/opinion_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html
javascript:OpenWindow('http://www.cleveland.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf?'+location.href,490,510);
http://blog.cleveland.com/opinion//2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick/4702/atom.xml
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html#postComment
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/barack%2520obama/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/brent%2520larkin/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/cleveland/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/cleveland%2520schools/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/columns/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/congress/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/cuyahoga%2520county/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/democrats/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/ed%2520fitzgerald/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/frank%2520jackson/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/frank%2520russo/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/jeff%2520darcy/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/john%2520boehner/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/john%2520kasich/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/kevin%2520o%2527brien/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/obama/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/ohio%2520budget/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/ohio%2520general%2520assembly/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/politics/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/republicans/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/school%2520levies/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/school%2520levy%2520endorsements/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/senate%2520bill%25205/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/ted%2520strickland/index.html
http://topics.cleveland.com/tag/thomas%2520suddes/index.html
http://www.cleveland.com/ohio-sports-blog/index.ssf/2012/01/cleveland_browns_todays_the_25.html
http://www.cleveland.com/tv/index.ssf/2012/01/ohio_special-effects_makeup_ar.html
http://www.cleveland.com/business/index.ssf/2012/01/arcelormittal_to_reopen_portio.html
http://www.cleveland.com/north-royalton/index.ssf/2012/01/north_royalton_resident_scott.html
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=2


1/14/12 7:33 AMNuns set to blitz sex traffickers who exploit the Super Bowl: Nancy Conway | cleveland.com

Page 4 of 4http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2012/01/nuns_set_to_blitz_sex_traffick.html

Your Photos
Your Videos
Blogs
Forums
Travel
Music

Post a Job
Post a free classified ad
Sell your car
Sell/Rent your Home
Apartments & Rentals
Claim your Business

    Listing for Free

Friday! Magazine
High School Sports
Arts
Taste
Going Out Guides
Style

 Special home delivery offers! The Plain Dealer

Sun News

Site Search Search Local Business Listings

 

 |  | 

 

 |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  | 

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy (Revised November 1, 2011)

© 2012 Cleveland Live LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Cleveland Live LLC. 

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management. 

 Ad Choices

Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more...

Site Map Advertise Contact us

Make us your home page

Home News Weather Sports Entertainment Interact Living Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds Shopping Place an Ad

Subscribe to our content (RSS)

Subscribe to Email Newsletters

cleveland.com Twitter feed

cleveland.com on Facebook

cleveland.com mobile site

http://www.cleveland.com/siteindex
http://www.cleveland.com/advertise
http://www.cleveland.com/contactus
http://www.cleveland.com/aboutus/index.ssf?/aboutus/content/homepage.html
http://www.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/news
http://www.cleveland.com/weather
http://www.cleveland.com/sports
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment
http://www.cleveland.com/interact
http://www.cleveland.com/living
http://www.cleveland.com/jobs
http://autos.cleveland.com/
http://realestate.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/classifieds/
http://www.cleveland.com/shopcleveland/
http://www.cleveland.com/placead/
http://www.cleveland.com/rss/
http://www.cleveland.com/newsletters/
http://twitter.com/clevelanddotcom
http://www.facebook.com/pages/clevelandcom/48573742500
http://mobile.cleveland.com/

