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First, a disclaimer: today’s blog plays “devil’s advocate” by posing questions that arise
when writers express opinions seemingly at odds with other views they hold.

“Keep U.S. out front in fight against human trafficking” is the title of a September 29
guest commentary by the assistant clinical professor of law at Ave Maria School of
Law.

Note: “clinical” in this instance reflects the by-now common practice of using the term
to link an unrelated activity to the prestige associated in the public’s thinking with
medicine.

Here, it refers to the professor’s work as director of the school’s Community
Development Law Clinic. This contributor deserves a high five for writing well on an
important topic. In doing so, she also awards a high five of her own.

It goes to Florida’s junior senator “for co-sponsoring the Trafficking Victims Protection
Reauthorization Act of 2011. His commitment to human rights and the protection of
human dignity is reflected in his work on this important bill.”

The writer is herself well qualified to comment on the issue. In addition to directing a
law clinic, she also serves “on the Collier County Coalition against Human Trafficking
and the Florida Bishops Ad Hoc Committee on Human Trafficking Awareness
Campaign.” Viewed Commented Emailed
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As she explains, when Congress passed the original act in 2000, “it placed the U.S. in
a leadership position in the global fight against human trafficking. The act made
human trafficking a federal crime. It created agencies and task forces to address
human trafficking domestically and internationally.”

This is the legislation up for reauthorization, and it has made the U.S. the world’s
leader in the fight against a disgusting abuse of human rights. It has also expanded
the role of the federal government by financing additional “agencies and task forces,”
as well as by making trafficking a federal crime.

No civilized reader will take issue with policies aimed at fighting those who buy and
sell human beings. At the same time, the traffickers are engaged in what the senator
also believes in passionately: the human drive to engage in the marketplace, and a
hands-off, deregulated approach by government to that marketplace.

He is well known for favoring smaller government and freer markets. Because of
these principles, his tea-party supporters worked hard—and successfully—to make
him a U.S. senator.

We may assume the writer of a commentary that lauds him shares not only his stand
on the abuse of adults, but his strong opposition to abortion, as well as his equally
strong support for lower taxes and the deregulation of free enterprise.

Given the conservative--and Catholic--orientation of her university (the young senator
delivered the law school’s commencement address last May), this is a logical
assumption.

The question the essay raises has to do with whether the writer and senator’s
principled stand is at odds with his equally principled commitment to smaller
government and free markets. In a major speech delivered August 23 at the Ronald
Reagan Library, he condemned the increase in government’s role that came about as
a result of the New Deal.

The programs that resulted “weakened us as a people,” he said. Before government’s
role expanded, “if someone was sick in your family, you took care of them. If a
neighbor met misfortune, you took care of them. You saved for your retirement and
your future because you had to. We took these things upon ourselves….But all that
changed when the government began to assume those responsibilities.”

Why, then, does this “take care of your own backyard” approach to human needs not
apply to human trafficking? Why is it the federal government’s responsibility, to be
paid for by taxpayers?

The commentator closes by saying the act has “led to increased public awareness of
this crime. It has given law enforcement some of the tools needed to combat
traffickers.”

These tools are the taxpayer-funded U.S. attorneys who prosecute traffickers, and
the “agencies and task forces” created at taxpayer expense. “We face difficult
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economic times,” the writer concludes. “Precarious economic conditions are a
breeding ground for this vile criminal enterprise.”

No doubt she is right. But if the senator and his supporters reject looking after one
another through taxpayer-funded government programs like health care and Social
Security, they are under some obligation to explain how such programs differ from
causes they support, causes that require expanding the role of government. Isn’t
human trafficking just one more of those things we should take upon ourselves?
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