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Did you know that today, 27 million people are enslaved throughout the world?

Human trafficking, the term for modern-day slavery, is defined as the illegal trade and
transport of human beings through forceful or coercive means, for the purpose of
exploitation. Exploitation in this context usually means sexual slavery (as in forced
prostitution), or forced labor.

According to Polaris Project, an organization at the forefront of the fight against slavery,
human trafficking is the third largest crime industry in the world, and it is also the
fastest growing. About 50 percent of the victims of trafficking are under 18 years old.

The United Nations adopted the “Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children” in 2000. The protocol, part
of the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, went into effect in 2003.

To mirror this international pledge of protection on a national scale, the United States passed the Trafficking Victims Protection Act
in 2000. This act “established the State Department Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, authorized the annual
Trafficking in Persons report, and established a global minimum standard for confronting trafficking and slavery,” according to the
International Justice Mission. The act “was also designed to combat trafficking in the U.S. by establishing it as a federal crime, and
providing assistance programs for survivors, including visa protection for victims trafficked across international borders.” The bill
is now up for renewal.

The Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) would extend the original law for three more years, with added
provisions that aim to “strengthen global and domestic anti-trafficking programs and services.”

This legislation is a crucial tool for the ongoing battle against slavery in the modern world. Renewing the act is essential to
preserving the human rights of the people of the world. If the act is not passed, funding for services for trafficking victims, including
legal protection of survivors in the United States, will no longer be provided.

To make sure your members of Congress know that you care about preventing human trafficking, protecting victims of trafficking,
and punishing the perpetrators, make your voice heard. You can contact your members of Congress online here.

You can also participate in a national call-in day, September 8, 2011. Information can be found here.

Human trafficking is a crime against humanity. We all have a moral obligation to speak out. If we do not, millions more men,
women, and children around the world will be enslaved and exploited. Let’s adopt the vision of the Polaris Project – a vision “For a
world without slavery.”

 

Reach Staff Columnist Cara Palmer here or follow her on Twitter.
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For anyone who really wants to learn the truth about the Myth of Sex Trafficking and Sex Slavery, Facts, Lies, Truth, Myths, Fact
Sheet, Prostitution, Human Trafficking, Sex Workers, Sex Slaves, WHERE ARE THE VICTIMS? THE CREDIBILITY GAP IN
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING RESEARCH Johnny E. McGaha, Ph.D. Professor of Justice Studies & Director, Esperanza Anti-
Trafficking Project- You can find some terrific articles here:
http://bebopper76.wordpress.com/
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Inane reports from journalists who do not do their research is a crime against humanity. Apparently you don't like anyone -
especially a retired sex worker- to post anything that disagrees with your politically correct comments. Still, people need to know
that sex work and sex trafficking are not the same, anymore than human trafficking into domestic slavery is not the same as
domestic servitude. If you really want to help the victims of real human trafficking, stop trying to abolish all consenting adult
commercial sex and decriminalize prostitution so resources are available to help real victims.
http://www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com/index.php?option=com_conten...
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Personally, I'd like to have a world without idiots, where the politically correct BS artists don't control the lives of millions of adult
man and women who are not sex slaves or victims of trafficking but are victims of the anti- prostitution crusaders. While
columnists and investigative journalists post endless philosophical claptrap about slavery, the law enforcement agents whom you
presume are working to free those poor victims are actually raping and extorting them for sexual favors. You can find a number of
such government thugs listed here: http://www.policeprostitutionandpolitics.com/ look under the latest news for the links to the cops
who are diddling children even as the States Attorneys General are insisting that backpage.com and other adult classified sites shut
down their adult ads "to protect the children."

Yes, human trafficking is a terrible thing when it involves persons who have not chosen to engage in domestic service, sweatshops,
agriculture and other areas of forced labor, but it is criminal to conflate sex work with sex trafficking and disallow consenting
adults from engaging in sexual labor. The majority of sex workers are no more victims of human trafficking than are the majority
of those who work in domestic service, garment manufacturing and other factory labor - and no one insists that we 'end the
demand' for those services or that we punish anyone who employs a household staff member, seamstress, farm worker or any
other type of labor into which persons are frequently trafficked.

Additionally, if you are concerned with the oppression of human trafficking victims, why not also be as concerned about the 4.8
million victims of intimate partner violence each year, or the 400,000 to 500,000 rape victims across the US whose rape kits go
untested because there are not enough resources available to test them as the cops are MUCH more interested in conducting
undercover sting operations to arrest the non violent, non abusive clients of adult prostitutes as they get federal funding to do that
(human trafficking you know) but not the money to test the rape kits so they can put violent rapists behind bars where there was
an actual victim who called the police, filed a report and underwent a traumatic procedure to obtain DNA and who never find
justice. Unlike the theoretical victims of human trafficking which for some reason the US Government which funds all these
organizations cannot find: go to the US Bureau of Justice Statistics to find the recently published (April 2011) report
"Characteristics of Suspected Human Trafficking Incidents, 2008-2010" and the previous report from 2007-2008, which give
some very interesting statistics. Rather than just relying on the numbers from local law enforcement agencies, these reports show a
much different scenario than Ashton and the prostitution abolitionists claim is the extent of child trafficking AND adult sex
trafficking.

For the two and a half years covered in the most recent report, total number of incidents of found victims of human trafficking was
2,515, of which 2,065 were classified as sex trafficking. Of these, 30% were found to be actual cases of trafficking, 38% found NOT
to be human trafficking and the rest were undetermined at the end of the study. Data in this report are from the Human
Trafficking Reporting System (HTRS), which was designed to measure the performance of federally funded task forces.

HTRS is currently the only system that captures information on human trafficking investigations conducted by state and local law
enforcement agencies in the United States. So while the abolitionists posit that there are hundreds of thousands of victims every
year, the federally funded agency says that of the 2,065 cases (over the two and one half year span that this report covers), only 218
were confirmed to be sex trafficking, 267 were found not to be sex trafficking and 229 were pending or unknown status. Where are
the rest of the victims? Why can't they be found?

Victim service providers (those agencies which get federal money) report serving more labor trafficking victims than sex trafficking
victims. This report relies on information from task forces receiving federal support from the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA).
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