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Human Sex Trafficking in Milwaukee - A Sad
Day for Wisconsin
by Brian Mahany

This week marked the National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. Except for a few newspaper articles, the
day escaped the attention of most Americans. Wisconsin was no exception.

A press conference held at the United Migrant Opportunity Services drew few attendees. If not for the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, the day might have passed by in total obscurity.

The federal government estimates there are as many as 17,500 girls in the U.S. that are victims of human
trafficking and sexual slavery. Love146, an organization formed to end child sex slavery and exploitation, says
the governments figures are much too low. They estimate over 100,000 U.S. children are forced into
prostitution or pornography each year. Whatever the true number, it is too many.

In November of last year I wrote about the arrest of 29 people in a midwest sex trafficking ring based in
Minnesota. Sound too close to home?

Milwaukee has charged what could be the first individual with human trafficking. Jermaine Rogers, who turned
35 on New Year’s Day, was charged with a variety of crimes including Human Trafficking, Kidnapping, Sexual
Assault (with use of force), Child Enticement, Soliciting a Child for Prostitution, Pandering and Sexual Assault
of a Child. According to court records, Rogers has pled guilty to many of the crimes and is scheduled to be
sentenced on March 10th. Speaking as just a member of the community, no sentence that Rogers receive is
enough.

While the arrest of this despicable thug is welcome news, the real story is how these rings recruit young girls
and can remain operating for years. It is disturbing that this type of activity can take place in our own
neighborhoods and go undetected for years.

As a former prosecutor and board member of the Family Violence Project, I have had the opportunity to study
human trafficking. Typically, criminals who recruit young women to a life of forced sexual slavery seek
troubled girls; they seek those who are vulnerable. Rogers apparently simply resorted to forced kidnapping.

Young women living in poverty, those coming from abusive homes, those with drug addictions and those with
no support system are often vulnerable to sex traffickers. Young women in the U.S. illegally who fear
deportation are also susceptible to recruitment efforts.

Once targeted by traffickers, these girls are often subjected to intense repeated physical and emotional
brutality. The sick goal of the trafficker is to completely demoralize the victim. While an emotionally healthy
victim might be able to resist, those with low self-esteem often simply surrender to their captor’s will.

Continued sexual abuse, emotional abuse, threats of violence and frequently, the inducement of chemical
dependency, keep the women from fleeing. Some traffickers use threats of violence against the victim’s family
or younger siblings.

Is the Jermaine Rogers case an isolated incident? Unfortunately, no. Incidents like this happen daily in virtually
every city in the U.S. Chances are, it is happening in your neighborhood.

–

If you are the victim of child sex abuse, get help immediately. If you are afraid to call the local police, call the
sex trafficking hotline at 888-373-7888. You are not alone and help is available. Even if your abuser has
taken your identity papers or you are not in the U.S. legally, call for help. Refugee status is available for sexual
assault victims.

RECENT COMMENTS
admin on Human Sex Trafficking in
Milwaukee - A Sad Day for Wisconsin
Kayla on Human Sex Trafficking in
Milwaukee - A Sad Day for Wisconsin
zhenskayaobuv on Is Profanity in the
Workplace Grounds for Sexual
Harassment? YES Says Court!
Daily Deals on Gov. Walker Proposes
Repeal of Auto Insurance Limits - A Bad
Idea for Motorists
Sázení on Gov. Walker Proposes Repeal
of Auto Insurance Limits - A Bad Idea for
Motorists

BLOGROLL
Acrimoney
Due Diligence
Internal Investigations
Mahany Law Blog
Sequence Inc. Fraud Files

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR BLOG

E-mail  Subscribe

Log In

Search GO

EMPLOYMENT LAW

PERSONAL INJURY

SEX ABUSE

Mahany & Ertl - Useful articles for our clients and interesting commentary you won’t see anywhere else.

Consequences

Blog Home About the Author Wisconsin Discrimination Lawyer Home

http://acrimoney.com/
http://www.mahanyertl.com/mahanyertl
http://www.mcgrathgrace.com/internal-investigations-blog.html
http://www.mahanylaw.com/mahanylaw/
http://www.sequenceinc.com/fraudfiles/
http://www.mahanyertl.com/
http://zhenskaya-obuv.ru/
http://myvouchercodes.info/daily-deals
http://onlinesazeni.blog.com/
http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/consequences/category/employment-law/
http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/consequences/category/personal-injury/
http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/consequences/category/sex-abuse/
http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/consequences
http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/consequences/about/
http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/


8/3/11 10:15 AMHuman Sex Trafficking in Milwaukee - A Sad Day for Wisconsin « Consequences

Page 2 of 2http://www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com/consequences/human-s…ilwaukee-a-sad-day-for-wisconsin/299/comment-page-1/#comment-2356

©2009 Mahany & Ertl All Rights Reserved Legal Disclaimer | Site maintained by Derek Mantz Design 
Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS) ^

COMMENTS (4) RELATED POSTS

Submit Comment

 Name (required)

 E-Mail (required) (will not be published)

 Website

 

child abuse, child abuse lawyer, human trafficking, sex slavery, sex trafficking, sexual abuse, sexual abuse
lawyer, sexual assault

Brian Mahany & the sexual assault lawyers at Mahany & Ertl help victims of sexual abuse and sexual assault
get compensation. In many cases, we can recover sizable awards against the abuser, against employers (day
care and clergy) and sometimes property owners (schools, parking garages) or landlords. Our consultations
are completely confidential and without obligation. Contact Brian at (414) 704-6731 or through our website,
www.wisconsindiscriminationlawyer.com. Visit our blog too and click on “Sex Abuse” for additional
information.

This entry was posted on January 14, 2011, 12:31 am and is filed under Sex Abuse. You can follow any responses to this entry
through RSS 2.0. You can leave a response, or trackback from your own site.

#1 by Amy Crawford on January 14, 2011 - 1:03 pm

Thanks for raising awareness of this issue. What makes sex trafficking even more tragic is how
few people are even aware of how prevalent it is in their own country (in this case the US).

There is a recent documentary about sex trafficking in New York called ‘Very Young Girls’. It’s
available on Netflix.

#2 by admin on January 14, 2011 - 11:08 pm

Your comments are so true Amy. Although the U.S. State Department estimated 17,500 child sex
slaves in the U.S., Love146 says the number is over 100,000. Whatever the real number, it
happens every day across America. Let’s hope the court throws away the key on Jermaine Rogers.
More importantly, lets hope the media attention gets some of these kids to seek help and helps
authorities round up the rest of the criminals out there exploiting women and children.

#3 by Kayla on June 5, 2011 - 11:32 am

I’m Jermaine’s babies mother and was with him between December 2007 til August 2008. During
that time I was his GIRLFRIEND. I find all the accusations against him very hard to believe.
Jermaine was not the type of man everyone is making him out to be. He was a very kind and
understanding person. Also I was 19 when I met him…. At the time I met him he was cautious of
talking to me he said “I looked to young” so I showed him my I.D it wasn’t til after that when he
would even give me his number. He would have never got with any girl under age… Thats just
sick!!!!

#4 by admin on June 9, 2011 - 8:59 pm

Kayla-

Thank you for your comments. Obviously you saw a kinder side of Jermaine. Unfortunately,
Rogers admitted to most of the charges and pled guilty.
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