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As officials continue to battle illicit sexually oriented
businesses in unincorporated Harris County, securing
resources for victims has become more of a priority for
local non-profits.

“In law enforcement, we’re making a paradigm shift,”
said Harris County Sheriff Adrian Garcia. “In recent
years, we’ve gone from arresting women on the streets,
trying to convict them and send them off to prison to
understanding that they are not born wanting to grow up
and be a prostitute. They don’t go to school hoping to
graduate magna cum laude in prostitution. So we’ve now
developed a new perspective.”

In a new initiative, Garcia said all deputies with the
sheriff’s office will go through human trafficking training
by the end of the year, so they will be able to recognize
victims and find them help.

That’s where Dennis Mark with Redeemed Ministries
and Rodney Daniel of Home of Hope come in.

Redeemed Ministries, located in The Woodlands, offers outreach, advocacy and aftercare to victims of commercial
sexual exploitation in the greater Houston area while Home of Hope offers short and long-term care for adolescent
victims of human trafficking.

“We don’t rely on the government to fix this problem,” said Mark. “Their job is to prosecute them, not babysit them;
not regenerate them. That’s our job. We rely on law enforcement to do their job and arrest these women and men,
but if we’re not there on the back end, it will be a disaster.”

Currently though, both non-profit organizations have seen only small-scale success. While more than 200 illicit
sexually oriented businesses have been identified throughout Houston, 25 human trafficking victims have
completed the program at Redeemed Ministries, said Mark.

The biggest obstacle to rehabilitating the victims are the victims themselves, said Mark.

“Victims make it difficult to help them. They don’t realize they’re victims. They’re manipulated and brainwashed to
believe it’s their choice,” said Mark. “We expect them to be grateful…Because it doesn’t fit in a nice package, we
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John Wesley United Methodist Church hosts “Just Learn,” a panel
discussion about Human Trafficking. Panel guests are Precinct 4
Constable Ron Hickman, Rodney Daniel of Home of Hope, Harris
County Sheriff Adrian Garcia and Dennis Mark of Redeemed
Ministries.
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have trouble finding resources. I always get scared that we’ll get a call and not have enough beds.”

The ministry’s Sparrow’s House has four beds with a goal of adding 12 beds for survivors. Mainly, the organization
focuses on outreach, offering transportation to local community clinics and churches, GED tutoring, life skills
training, resume building, help finding employment and counseling.

Finding the victims is perhaps the biggest issue with helping underage victims, who are often kept in backrooms
out of site, said Daniels. Home of Hope cares for about 13 girls long-term and has an emergency shelter for about
14 girls. Other rescue victims may be returned home or placed in foster care, depending on her situation.

“Sometimes they don’t want to get out because the money is good. Some get to keep it; some don’t,” said Daniels.
“For adolescents, the issue is you can’t find them; they’re hidden. It’s a different ballgame for adolescents as it is
adults. Their networking is clandestine. People are brought into these places and they are harder to find.”

Precinct 4 Constable Ron Hickman called the number of victims rescued “phenomenally small.”

“Convictions are there; just not nearly in ratio to what the problem is. The number of people we actually find on the
strong arm side is shockingly small. At the federal and local government level, there is a ton of money thrown at
the problem, but it is very difficult to find substantial results.”

Local officials are encouraging citizens contact County Judge Ed Emmett and county commissioners to help pass
tighter restrictions for sexually oriented business. Mark called on citizens to volunteer.

“Everyone has potential to change a life,” he said. “If you look at the numbers of victims – labor trafficking, child
trafficking, organ trafficking, bride trafficking – all those things are out there, but you have to remember; it’s the one
in front of you that you need to worry about. If you’re fighting poverty, if you’re fighting homelessness; if you’re just
being an advocate for a child, you’re fighting human trafficking, because you’re eliminating the vulnerabilities that
lead to future victims.”
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