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Some aren’t old enough to drive a car, or
vote, or have even reached the
designation of teenager. One survivor
told of how girls were shown a horrific
act perpetuated on one victim who tried

to escape.

Yet it’s likely less than 1 percent of an estimated almost 21 million human
trafficking victims worldwide are identified, according to Capitol Hill testimony
given Tuesday by Bradley Myles, executive director and CEO of Polaris Project, a

TownhallTownhall  ||  TipsheetTipsheet  ||  Elisabeth MeineckeElisabeth Meinecke

Like 338k Search Townhall.com   

Home Columnists Tipsheet Cartoons Election Results Poll Tracker News Video Photos Bearing Arms Finance TH Magazine

House GOP Owes the Benghazi Dead,
Wounded, and Their Familes the

Recommend 31 CommentsComments 33

COLUMNISTS

The Gay Takeover of America |

Crystal Wright

School Bans Religious
Graduation Songs | Todd Starnes

The Unbearable Lightness of
Syria Policy | Cliff May

The Other Big Winners in Gang
of Eight Immigration Bill:
Lawyers, Lobbyists and
Advocacy Groups | Ira Mehlman

Overcoming Our Fear of
Islamophobia | Michael Brown

Most Trusted People in America
Are in Hollywood | Katie Pavlich

http://townhall.com/
http://www.facebook.com/townhallcom
http://twitter.com/townhallcom
http://www.youtube.com/user/townhall
https://plus.google.com/117392058061233340474?prsrc=3
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#th-modal-login
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#th-modal-login
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#th-modal-login
http://pixel.quantserve.com/r?a=p-9fYuixa7g_Hm2;rand=2124;labels=_click.creative.iab,_qc.iab.clk.p-5hg2WVmXEngEa.28548.542031,_qc.template;redirecturl2=http://www.quantcast.com/adchoices
http://magazine.townhall.com/featured
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/04/18/defending-the-toughest-job-in-the-world-n1568083
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/katiepavlich/2013/04/24/guns-and-the-economy-n1573238
http://magazine.townhall.com/featured
http://magazine.townhall.com/featured
http://townhall.com/xml/blog/elisabethmeinecke
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2Ftipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958&text=Crimes%20in%20Your%20Own%20Backyard%3A%20Shocking%20Human%20Trafficking%20Statistics%20-%20Elisabeth%20Meinecke&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2FTipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958&via=townhallcom
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2FTipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#th-modal-send-to-friend
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#
http://townhall.com/
http://townhall.com/tipsheet
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/
http://townhall.com/
http://townhall.com/columnists/
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/
http://townhall.com/political-cartoons/
http://townhall.com/election/
http://townhall.com/polltracker/
http://townhall.com/news/
http://townhall.com/video/
http://townhall.com/photos/
http://bearingarms.com/
http://finance.townhall.com/
http://magazine.townhall.com/featured
http://townhall.com/columnists/hughhewitt/2013/05/09/house-gop-owes-the-benghazi-dead-wounded-and-their-familes-the-respect-and-urgency-they-did-not-get-from-hillary-or-the-president-n1591669
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/guybenson/2013/05/09/the-damning-dozen-twelve-revelations-from-the-benghazi-hearings-n1591336
http://townhall.com/columnists/anncoulter/2013/05/08/beware-of-liberals-who-come-in-evangelicals-clothing-n1591342
http://townhall.com/columnists/jackiegingrichcushman/2013/05/09/mothers-learn-too-n1591410
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#breaking
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#breaking
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#comment
http://townhall.com/columnists
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#carColum
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#carColum
http://townhall.com/columnists/crystalwright/2013/05/09/the-gay-takeover-of-america-n1591834
http://townhall.com/columnists/toddstarnes/2013/05/09/school-bans-religious-graduation-songs-n1591814
http://townhall.com/columnists/cliffmay/2013/05/09/the-unbearable-lightness-of-syria-policy-n1591777
http://townhall.com/columnists/iramehlman/2013/05/09/the-other-big-winners-in-gang-of-eight-immigration-bill--lawyers-lobbyists-and-advocacy-groups-n1591689
http://townhall.com/columnists/michaelbrown/2013/05/09/overcoming-our-fear-of-islamophobia-n1591707
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/katiepavlich/2013/05/09/most-trusted-people-in-america-are-in-hollywood-n1591905
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/katiepavlich/2013/05/09/gang-of-eight-members-vote-against-amendment-securing-borders-before-amnesty-n1591885


5/9/13 11:24 AMCrimes in Your Own Backyard: Shocking Human Trafficking Statistics - Elisabeth Meinecke

Page 2 of 5http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#

non-profit that combats human
trafficking.

That was just one of several shocking
statistics that came up in the hearing
held by the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, which focused on local and
private sector initiatives to combat
human trafficking.

Chairman Ed Royce said in his opening
statement that some estimates put the
number of American citizen children

who are such victims within U.S. borders at 100,000. 

“These are not just faraway problems affecting the developing world,” Royce said.

Another witness at the hearing was Don Knabe, who is the Los Angeles County
Supervisor for the Fourth District and has worked extensively on this issue. He
talked about the average age of prostitution being between 12-13. He told the story
of a probation officer who received word that a 10-year-old girl was taken into
custody at 6 pm on a Tuesday for prostitution.

For gangs, explained Knabe, human trafficking ends up being more lucrative than
the trafficking of drugs or guns, and safer—for the criminals.

The real-life horrors of forced human labor take many forms—from forced
conscription of child soldiers to sexual servitude, as Royce discussed in his
opening statement.

Fixing the problem requires overcoming multiple challenges in all facets of the
process:

--One pressing difficulty is housing the victims. According to Knabe, the pimp is
often waiting for a trafficked child, usually faced with a misdemeanor, outside the
court after the minor is released. Finding safe housing for these children, however,
is difficult. Sometimes the children end up in the juvenile hall, where another
victim who still wants to be involved in the prostitution ring may snitch on their
location. Poe mentioned a statistic from Myles’ organization which said last year
there were only 1644 beds for trafficking victims in the U.S.

--Legislative hurdles: A key component revolves around treating children who
have been trafficked as victims, rather than criminals because of the acts
committed.  Myles said certain states are looking at changing laws to do just that,
but he believes something such as a Sense of the Congress resolution would help
the situation. Another legal hang-up is that prosecutors have to prove the sex
trafficker knew the victim was a child.

--Public awareness: People have not yet comprehend such things are happening in
their own communities.  While Knabe mentioned Los Angeles’ two major ports,
airport, and proximity to the border, Rep. Adam Kinzinger of Illinois mentioned
St. Louis and Chicago. Myles said communities need to be saturated with
awareness of what trafficking is, how to spot it, and what to do when it’s
discovered. Sometimes, law enforcement members are no more aware of this issue
than the public.
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--Federal problem: According to Royce and Rep. Chris Smith of New Jersey, there
is also a struggle with the State Department to get them to accurately label some
countries where trafficking may be a major issue.  “In the past 13 years,
international peer pressure and the potential threat of U.S. sanctions have pushed
many nations to try to avoid the stain of a ‘Tier 3’ designation in the State
Department’s annual report, and more than 130 countries have enacted anti-
trafficking laws,” Royce said. “The struggle that Chairman Chris Smith and I have
had over the last few years is with the State Department and their lack of
willingness – their lack of honesty in naming names and in putting on the Tier 3
list those countries that are involved.”

As the spotlight intensifies on these problems, however, there is also good work
being done to combat the evils of human trafficking:

--One focus of Myles’ group has been anti-trafficking hotlines. One which they
operate, the National Human Trafficking Resource Center hotline, has “fielded
over 75,000 calls and played a role in identifying nearly 9,000 survivors of
trafficking to date.”  Myles explained making sure people know about the anti-
trafficking hotlines are a good way to reach victims (number available here).  One
such hotline, a local one, was used by two Midwest girls who were conned to D.C.
and forced into sex trafficking.  A police officer saw them, thought something was
amiss, and gave them the hotline number the girls then used when the pimp was
asleep.  Law enforcement was able to extract the girls from the situation, and
they’re now doing well, according to Myles.

--There have also been successful collaborations with private enterprises.  Knabe
mentioned how Clear Channel and Lamar Advertising gave over 100 billboards
and 50 digital displays as part of a campaign in Los Angeles to raise awareness of
sex trafficking.

--Another creation Knube detailed was the Collaborative Court: “Through the
Court, we are able to provide the young girls with a victim-centered response team
to help them with their physical and mental health issues, and to support them
with housing, education and training services.” This was done through a federal
grant.

Recommend this article TweetTweet 0

IMPORTANT AWESOME INSANE RIDICULOUS SMART SURPRISING WOW

1 0 0 0 0 0 0

SoCal Acura TSX Offer
SoCalAcuraDealers.com
0.9% APR for well-qualified buyers on a
2013 TSX. See terms.

The Honda Fit EV
www.Honda.com
100% Electric. Not a drop of gas. Learn
more at the Official Site.

Toyota Economy Car
SouthernCalifornia.BuyAToyota.com
Toyota Time! 0% APR on 12 Models.
Great Time for a Great Deal.

Recommend 31 CommentsComments 33

TOWNHALL READERS SAY

Follow Follow @lismeinecke@lismeinecke  Elisabeth Meinecke
Elisabeth Meinecke is TOWNHALL MAGAZINE Managing Editor. Follow her on Twitter
@lismeinecke.

Like 24k

Defense IG: Obama administration
“bureaucrats” trying to silence me about
corruption in Afghanistan | Ed Morrissey

Union boss Trumka calls out Walmart for
having the audacity to hire veterans | Erika

Johnsen

Mother of Benghazi victim: Hillary and
Susan Rice told me “nose to nose” that
the Mohammed video was to blame |

Allahpundit

Coburn: State omitted something very
significant to Senate Intel Committee | Ed

Morrissey

Secret Service agent: We’re being
railroaded over hooker scandal | Ed

Morrissey

TOWNHALL VIDEOS

Senator Marine
Exchange

Bill Clinton: Focus on
"Work at Hand" -- Not
Hillary 2016

Obama: No Tolerance
for Sexual Assault in
Military

Military Response
Questioned in
Benghazi Attack

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2Ftipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958&text=Crimes%20in%20Your%20Own%20Backyard%3A%20Shocking%20Human%20Trafficking%20Statistics%20-%20Elisabeth%20Meinecke&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2FTipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958&via=townhallcom
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2FTipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#th-modal-send-to-friend
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://townhall.com/Tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNwuGm-mLUZHrJ42YkwS-lYCoCoyvsMQDtL-l4D_AjbcBEAEg0e2gFygDUM33-KH9_____wFgyd7ohsijkBnIAQGoAwHIA9MEqgTiAU_QFlK05GNJijfyWDmD7zgzi9UOtd_oBVJnr55PsPrt320usnEr4QQBHYovs9WjUdBywti4MdnhJADPDC1PCzQidbc2XARICni5a4F4SvGkR3C67twSJ-97MUaKQzK1GuvGer-Qs-krIue6xQrvTSCiuViU-C3J-dqEL0ti7svQjolIns7axdCq6p9T84NZsLN66Q_8LI5nhqPr9qCSAbyjdIwXOlSbMWxstWFrgDyAG_JJUvVGyWzxGwWFxVQPCpqlYskVqorUuxFdMe7GDV5juV-M0stNenZe4lWnvTOoADWAB-SJwxs&num=1&sig=AOD64_2xRZwpWcyJOy0zGzsz1ZVemFQsyA&client=ca-pub-3522377144365482&adurl=http://pixel.everesttech.net/2898/cq%3Fev_sid%3D3%26ev_ln%3Dlexus%2520is%26ev_crx%3D17025976004%26ev_mt%3D%26ev_n%3Dd%26ev_ltx%3D%26ev_pl%3Dtownhall.com%26ev_pos%3Dnone%26ev_dvc%3Dc%26ev_dvm%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A//www.socalacuradealers.com/Southern-California/Dealer/New/Acura/TSX/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5xRfm-mLUZHrJ42YkwS-lYCoCpbIj-ID5urpoVHAjbcBEAIg0e2gFygDULLP4MQDYMne6IbIo5AZyAEBqAMByAPTBKoE4gFP0BZFuOdjSoo38lg5g-84M4vVDrXf6AVSZ6-eT7D67d9tLrJxK-EEAR2KL7PVo1HQcsLYuDHZ4SQAzwwtTws0InW3NlwESAp4uWuBeErxpEdwuu7cEifvezFGikMytRrrxnq_kLPpKyLnusUK700gorlYlPgtyfnahC9LYu7L0I6JSJ7O2sXQquqfU_ODWbCzeukP_CyOZ4aj6_agkgG8o3SMFzpUmzFsbLVha4A8gEmiCU71Rsls8RsFhcVUDwqapWLJFaqK1LsRXTHuxg1eY7lfjNLLTXp2XuJVp705iH0JgAeOzrkh&num=2&sig=AOD64_0SPE9w_YN1jYyHDwLPGUHJA94Wow&client=ca-pub-3522377144365482&adurl=http://pixel.everesttech.net/1097/cq%3Fev_sid%3D3%26ev_ln%3Dcompare%2520electric%2520cars%26ev_crx%3D21730218062%26ev_mt%3D%26ev_n%3Dd%26ev_ltx%3D%26ev_pl%3Dtownhall.com%26ev_pos%3Dnone%26ev_dvc%3Dc%26ev_dvm%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A//automobiles.honda.com/fit-ev/%253Fkwid%253D1496704236%2526adgrpid%253D5700504062
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C8bxzm-mLUZHrJ42YkwS-lYCoCvuun7kDm5aB1mLAjbcBEAMg0e2gFygDUJzHw_IHYMne6IbIo5AZoAGl8v7vA8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBOUBT9A2TrXkY0uKN_JYOYPvODOL1Q613-gFUmevnk-w-u3fbS6ycSvhBAEdii-z1aNR0HLC2Lgx2eEkAM8MLU8LNCJ1tzZcBEgKeLlrgXhK8aRHcLru3BIn73sxRopDMrUa68Z6v5Cz6Ssi57rFCu9NIKK5WJT4Lcn52oQvS2Luy9COiUieztrF0Krqn1Pzg1mws3rpD_wsjmeGo-v2oJIBvKN0jBc6VJsxbGy1YWuAdICmzdLCl6JfhRq8iW4u2szncWbrIv4lmsm7AqAyqjsOCpY6TnlRyvh5dtbmVI-_nrWiwu86jYgGAYAHw42BEA&num=3&cid=5GivfnAPGXld5XhRWtS305CT&sig=AOD64_2q4oazlBROFDUG2XzvrJ01mlQAMQ&client=ca-pub-3522377144365482&adurl=http://www.southerncalifornia.buyatoyota.com/specials/all
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#comment
http://townhall.com/xml/columnists/author/elisabethmeinecke
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke/2013/05/09/crimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958#th-modal-generic
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftownhall.com%2Ftipsheet%2Felisabethmeinecke%2F2013%2F05%2F09%2Fcrimes-in-your-own-backyard-shocking-human-trafficking-statistics-n1590958&region=follow_link&screen_name=lismeinecke&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://townhall.com/tipsheet/elisabethmeinecke
http://hotair.com/archives/2013/05/09/its-not-over-if-the-formerly-fat-man-sings/
http://hotair.com/archives/2013/05/09/defense-ig-obama-administration-bureaucrats-trying-to-silence-me-about-waste-in-afghanistan/
http://hotair.com/archives/2013/05/09/union-boss-trumka-calls-out-walmart-for-having-the-audacity-to-hire-veterans/
http://hotair.com/archives/2013/05/09/mother-of-benghazi-victim-hillary-and-susan-rice-told-me-nose-to-nose-that-the-mohammed-video-was-to-blame/
http://hotair.com/archives/2013/05/09/coburn-state-omitted-something-very-significant-to-senate-intel-committee/
http://hotair.com/archives/2013/05/09/secret-service-agent-were-being-railroaded-over-hooker-scandal/
http://townhall.com/video/
http://townhall.com/video/senator-marine-exchange-n1591708
http://townhall.com/video/bill-clinton-focus-on-work-at-hand--not-hillary-2016-n1591687
http://townhall.com/video/obama-no-tolerance-for-sexual-assault-in-military-n1591680
http://townhall.com/video/military-response-questioned-in-benghazi-attack-n1591678
http://townhall.com/video/air-force-sex-assault-prevention-officer-accused-of-groping-n1590885

