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Human trafficking hits close to home; task force brings to light trafficking
issues in Huntsville
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HUNTSVILLE, Alabama -- When you think about human trafficking, you might picture women and
children somewhere on the other side of the world being sold and trafficked for money. You can
send your money and prayers, but other than that, there’s not much you can do.

But what if human trafficking was taking place in your city?

In late 2012, a 15-year-old girl from Memphis, Tenn. who was being prostituted was rescued in
Madison. In mid-2013, three minors being trafficked for sex were rescued in Birmingham. Around
the same time, a young girl who had been forced to engage in drugs and sex for money was
rescued in Dothan.

It’s happening here. And many people don’t even know it.

Pat McCay, chair of the Huntsville-Madison County Trafficking Task Force, said that with the
arrests and rescues made around state, it’s apparent human trafficking in Alabama is a bigger
problem than originally thought.

The Huntsville-Madison County Trafficking Task Force evolved from the Domestic Violence Task
Force in Jan. 2012.

“Our mission is to promote public awareness in the area, to educate the community about human
trafficking and to advocate for stronger and more comprehensive laws against human trafficking
within the state,” McCay said. The group works with other organizations in Alabama to make sure
its residents are aware that human trafficking and sex exploitation is happening here.

According to McCay, until recently, Alabama was seen as a “pass-through” state. Traffickers from
other states take their “workers” and travel through Alabama to get to another state.

"If you don'™t know something is happening, how do you fix it?"

“Now that you see a Memphis girl being brought to Huntsville or Madison, you begin to think, ‘Ok,
maybe we’re not just a pass-through state anymore,’ and we’re seeing more and more reports
over the last several years that trafficking is in Alabama,” McCay said.

“It is happening,” McCay said, “and the thing that our task force is really trying to do is just raise
the awareness primarily, just let people know that it is happening, get it on their radar. If you don’t
know something is happening, how do you fix it?”

One focus of the organization is education. All three years the Task Force has been in existence,
it has presented Human Trafficking 101, taught by McCay. About 200 people gathered at this



8/16/13 11:42 AMHuman trafficking hits close to home; task force brings to light trafficking issues in Huntsville | al.com

Page 2 of 2http://www.al.com/living/index.ssf/2013/08/human_trafficking_task_force_w.html

event in 2013 to learn about human trafficking and its effects on people and the community.

“Letting people know that it’s here is really the biggest job that we have to do as a task force,”
McCay said. “Knowledge is power.”

How can the problem be fixed? What can people do to make sure things like this don’t happen in
this community? According to McCay, joining the Huntsville-Madison County Human Trafficking
Task Force is a good start.

“If it’s in your heart that you want to help do something in the community, then join our task
force,” McCay said. The task force is open to everyone and it meets the first Tuesday of every
month at 2 p.m. at the Children’s Advocacy Center, located at 210 Pratt Avenue NE.

McCay also suggested writing to your congressman or talking to your pastor or head of another
organization about hosting an event. After each presentation of Human Trafficking 101, McCay
asks the audience to share what they’ve learned.

“Tell somebody that you’ve heard about these horrible crimes and tell them what you’ve learned,”
said McCay.


