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Austin "coyote" charged with aggravated
assault

Wednesday, October 19 2011

A man who kept more than a dozen
migrants against their will in far East
Austin has been charged with aggravated
assault.

According to the arrest affidavit, 33-year-
old Fernando Sandoval Salazar has been
charged with aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon, a second degree felony.

On Sunday, police responded to check welfare at 6402 Johnny Morris Road, near the
Loyola Lane intersection, regarding a man that had called his wife in New York telling
her that he had been threatened serious harm if he did not pay a "coyote" $1,800.

The man had made an arrangement with the "coyote" to smuggle him across the U.S.
border. The man's wife had sent a portion of the smuggling fee before they crossed
the border, but now the "coyote" wouldn't allow him to leave, along with fourteen
others, and was demanding even more money than originally agreed upon, according
to the affidavit.

The smugglers told the man that if the money was not paid he would be returned to
the border to die, the affidavit said.

When police arrived, several of the "coyotes" and some of the victims fled the scene.
One of the victims that remained was a 15-year-old boy.

He told police that he had been taken across the border as a gift because he had no
money. But when they arrived in Austin he said Salazar put a gun to his head and
demanded his family member's phone numbers, according to the affidavit.

The smugglers called the boy's family in Houston and demanded $1,800 for his
release, the affidavit said. When the boy's family did not responded fast enough to
their liking they told him they would use him to cook and clean for them.

Salazar was arrested at the scene. He is currently in the Travis County jail.

Photo from Austin police.
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