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Human trafficking high among labor migrant populations, says
CdeBaca
October 31, 2011 — 1:15pm ET | By David Perera 

0  

Human trafficking isn't necessarily a
consequence of the most abject poverty,
said Luis CdeBaca, State Department
ambassador-at-large within the office to
monitor and combat trafficking in persons,
before an Oct. 29 congressional panel.

Forced labor is prevalent among migrant
populations, notes CdeBaca's prepared
statement to the House Foreign Affairs
subcommittee on Africa, global health, and
human rights.

"Much of this abuse takes place under the guise of legal, contractual and
temporary work," he added.

Trafficking is "perhaps is the one step up on the development rung," CdeBaca said during the hearing,
since it's often a crime of opportunity in which victims believe in the promise of a job elsewhere other
than in their home village or town.
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Victims are "willing to put themselves in harm's way to some degree, and the traffickers see the
opportunity to take advantage of them," he added.

Asia has the world's largest share of labor migration, CdeBaca said, naming Malaysia, Singapore and
the Persian Gulf as recognized destinations of forced labor migration.

India, in the most recent State Department trafficking in persons report was upgraded from a "Tier 3"
(ignoring or promoting trafficking) to a "Tier 2" (undertaking effort to combat trafficking) although the
sex trafficking of women and children may in fact have increased there, CdeBaca said.

"India was upgraded because they're making some pretty significant efforts," he said in response to a
question from subcommittee Chairman Chris Smith (R-N.J.). The country has stood up 80 anti-human
trafficking units under the authority of the Ministry of Home Affairs and ratified the United Nations
Protocol against Trafficking in Persons, CdeBaca added.

For more:
- go to the hearing webpage (webcast available)
- read CdeBaca's prepared statement on the State Department website
- go to the State Department's Trafficking in Persons Report 2011

Related Article:
Human trafficking grant oversight increased, says Leary
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